The Miller Method

Tactics on Tuning

1. Don’t be afraid to try, and have extra strings ready. 

2. You will need a tuning reference (you can use a tuner, pitch pipe, keyboard, or a metronome that will sound an A).

3. Find a quiet place, listen first, then hum the reference pitch and match your humming to the sound you hear.

4. Check for floppy strings and tighten those first.  Then tune the A string followed by D, G, and C/E.

5. Pluck the strings softly

a. If the strings are close to the correct pitch, use the fine tuners but watch out for those that may dig into the face of the instrument.

b. If the fine tuners will not do the job, you will need to use the pegs.  Turn the pegs slowly and push in as you turn.  Pluck the string as you tighten it so that you don’t go past the reference pitch.  If you go too far, you may break a string.
6. After you have tuned all of the strings individually, go back and recheck.  Use the bow.  Play softly at the tip and be sure to move the bow straight and with even pressure.

7. Later, try tuning by open fifths
