TIPS ON SPICCATO

When playing spiccato, remember that there are many aspects to consider.  Use the following tips to check yourself.  A perfect bow grip is the key to a nice sounding spiccato, and one that is in control. Thumb bent, pinkie curved!

Tips

-Proper bow tension is essential!  A bow that is too tight will bounce out of control.

-Tilt the stick towards you for violin and viola, away from you for bass and cello.

-Bounce at position 4 in your bow.  (Position 5 is in the middle of your bow).  Bounce at the frog only when playing a heavier, more brushed type of spiccato.  When starting the bow stroke, start off of the string first.

-Pretend that you are drawing a checkmark on the string with your bow while bouncing parallel to the bridge.

-Stay close to the string.

-Bounce away form the bridge, in between the bridge and the fingerboard.

-Keep a steady tempo, bounce evenly.

-Practice spiccato on open strings first, then on a D major scale one octave.  Play each note 4 times, then try two times, then if you are really brave, try doing each note only once!

-If you want to play music by Mozart, you have to be able to BOUNCE!!!
