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Concert Orchestra

Earle of Oxford’s Marche
William Byrd

Colorado Suite
Francis L. Feese

I. Garden of the Gods

II. Trail Ridge Road

III. Central City

Suo Gân
arr. by Carl Strommen

Arlington Sketches
Elliot Del Borgo

Symphonic Orchestra

Adra’s Dance
Brendan McBrien

Donated by Hannah Ku, David Kao, and Erick Chan

Brook Green Suite
Gustav Holst

1. Prelude

2. Air

3. Dance

Donated by Daniel Stone and family
Air for Strings
Norman Dello Joio

Bacchanale from “Samson and Delilah”
Camille Saint-Saëns



arr. by Gregg A. Porter

Earle of Oxford’s Marche by William Byrd, arr. by Jamin Hoffman

William Byrd was the most renowned composer of the English Renaissance, and was granted a virtual monopoly by Queen Elizabeth on the printing and selling of music.  This piece was originally written for a virginal, a small type of harpsichord, and was included in the Fitzwilliam Virginal Book.  This piece features “terraced dynamics” which would be appropriate to the performance practice of the time.

Colorado Suite by Francis L. Feese
This three-part suite depicts some of Colorado's most picturesque attractions.  Garden of the Gods is a City Park founded in 1909.  The area was named by Rufus Cable who said “it is a fit place for the gods to assemble.”  Listed as one of the most spectacular roads in the United States, the Trail Ridge Road winds through the Rocky Mountain National Park.  In the years 1859 to 1866, Central City was the most important town in the Colorado Territory and contains the fifth-oldest opera company in the nation.
Suo Gân arr. by Carl Strommen

Translated as “lulling song”, this Welsh lullaby first appeared in print circa 1800.  The text for the first verse appears below:
Sleep, child, at my breast,

where you are snug and warm;

mother’s arms are fast about you,

mother’s love is in my heart.

Nothing will disturb your sleeping,

no one will do you harm;

sleep softly, dear child,

sleep gently on your mother’s breast.
Arlington Sketches by Elliot Del Borgo
This piece was commissioned by the Arlington Symphony Orchestra Association for their 1994 District String Festival.  It is a typical “Del Borgo” piece that is high energy and contains many of the elements associated with his compositional style including double-stops, tremelos, the use of mutes, a canon, and arpegiated accompaniment in the violins against a cello and bass melody.  The piece is in d minor but modulates to a minor in the slow, middle section.
Adra’s Dance by Brendan McBrien

Adra’s Dance is the first in a series of original pieces depicting stories of the imaginary friends created by the composer’s daughter when she was three years old.  The dance has a light and rhythmic quality.  The mood changes for a short time about two-thirds through the piece as Adra cries when her father sits down to rest, only to be pulled up again to resume the dance.

Notes by the composer.

Brook Green Suite by Gustav Holst

The Brook Green Suite for strings was written in 1933 during Holst's stay in the hospital. It was written for his pupils, the junior orchestra at St Paul's Girls School; He wanted to write a piece in a contemporary mature style that was easy enough for his pupils to perform, he felt they deserved better than simple orchestrations from keyboard originals or 'watered down' pieces aimed at younger players. It was probably named after Brook Green because that was the location of his wedding to his wife, Isobel, in 1901.  It could have also been named after the Brook because of it's proximity to the school.

The "Prelude" is based on the descending C major scale.  The "Air" sounds as if it was based on an English folk song, but most likely was not.  The "Dance" is based on a melody Holst heard while he was in Sicily.  Originally, the piece contained a fourth movement, "Gavotte," but this movement was withdrawn after the first performance of the Brook Green Suite in March of 1934 which was the last concert that Holst attended.
Bacchanale from “Samson and Delilah” by Camille Saint-Saëns
From Camille Saint-Saëns' most successful opera “Samson and Delilah”, the Bacchanale depicts the wild celebration of the Philistines just before the final scene where Samson brings the pillars of the temple crashing down.  The opera tells the Biblical story of Samson, mighty champion of Israel, who fell under the love-spell of Delilah.  She discovers that his strength is embodied in his hair and tricks him to cut it off.  In the final scene, many months later when his hair has re-grown and his strength has returned, he brings down the temple upon his captors by pushing apart the pillars to which he is chained.









